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Crafting Happiness
With a thoughtfully crafted activities schedule, Residents make their
own choices on how to fill their days with joy and fellowship
At the beginning of a new month,
all of our Residents receive a printout
calendar of the scheduled activities and
events happening around the Home.
Recently, we had the opportunity to
chat with our Activities staff about the
planning process and how Resident
activities are selected, and boy do they
know their stuff! Planning activities
for 100 different Residents of varying
interests and skill levels is no easy
task, rewarding as it may be. Activities
Assistant Alex Vega explains, “We
have the tough job of simultaneously
considering all the Residents’ needs as
well as focusing on each individual,
because every Resident is so different!
Some one-on-one activities are
specifically designed to improve
memory, dexterity etc. Some people
are listeners in a discussion, some
people add to conversation. Some are
artistically moved and like to create,
others enjoy a trivia game. Some
just enjoy attending activities for the

Residents Verna Hurtt (left) and John Donati (right) show off their beautiful handcrafted creations.
Blanche Tyler (above, top) strings together a lovely neutral toned necklace.

socialization.”
While they make special efforts to
cater activities to as many Residents
as possible, every once in a while
an activity appeals a little more to
one group or another. An afternoon
jewelry-making activity on the calendar
recently was just such an example, and
Alex shared some fun stories about the
experience. In a room full of ladies,

John Donati certainly stood out, but in
typical happy-go-lucky John style, he
had everyone smiling! Alex explained
that John wasn’t put off by the more
typically female attended activity,
earning a round of applause from the
ladies when he explained, “It’s just
fun to get out of your room and try
something new, no matter what it is!”
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Little Sisters of the Poor
From Pumpkin Palooza to
Jingle Bell Rock,
Thrifty Sisters Has it All
Thrifty Sisters – the volunteer run thrift shop
that benefits our elderly Residents – is chock-full
of all your autumn essentials. From pumpkin
palooza crafts and décor to howling Halloween
costumes for young and old. Your one-stop
fall shopping can all be done at 8911 Patterson
Avenue in the West End of Richmond.
Just on the heels of cooler temperatures
comes even cooler Christmas finds at the shop;
vintage ornaments, unique holiday linens and
serving pieces and much more. Stop by to
find a holiday treasure while the selection is
plentiful. Their elves work hard making the store
a Santa Wonderland and all are invited to their
Christmas Open House on Tuesday, December
17th 4:00 to 6:30. They will have home baked
sweets and a chance to shop after hours.
Thrifty Sisters' says their success is a testament
to their committed volunteers, generous donors
and loyal shoppers. They accept all gently used
clothing, accessories, household decor, kitchen
items, toys, books, china, furniture and much
more. The shop is open Tuesday through
Saturday 10 a.m. to 4p.m. for donations and
shopping.
Please visit them soon, 'like' Thrifty Sisters on
Facebook and follow them on Instagram!
www.thriftysistersrva.org
804-658-4153

A fall favorite is back: sweater pumpkins crafted by one of
their talented volunteers! And for the first time, this Christmas
season they have handmade Shaker Snowmen.
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Celebrating A Legacy
This time of year brings a couple
special milestones for all Little Sisters,
and for our Home here in Virginia
especially. August marks both the
anniversary of our dear foundress
St. Jeanne Jugan’s passing as well
as her feast day. In October, as we
celebrate her birth, beatification, and
canonization, we also commemorate
the anniversary of the establishment
of this Home 145 years ago.
With so many occasions on the
calendar, the Sisters recently held
a special four-part series for our
Residents covering the history, legacy,
and importance of St. Jeanne Jugan,
the Little Sisters organization, and
those who have helped us come to be.
On Monday afternoons, Sisters
and Residents (and sometimes even
volunteers or staff!) gathered in the
sunny dining rooms on each floor to
share an hour together reading from
a book on Jeanne Jugan, listening
to stories, and chatting about their
thoughts on what they learned.
Sessions covered everything from
Jeanne Jugan’s personal history to
those of our Homes here and around
the world, and it was such a joy to see
how many Residents chose to take
part.

If you’d happened to be in the
room on the afternoon the picture
below was taken, you would have
heard all about Sister Mary Louise,
a deaf Little Sister who took such
delight in serving the poor in
whatever humble ways she was able,
or perhaps Margaret the Baker, an
early benefactor whose generosity
helped feed so many Residents. You
might have smiled (as we did) when
listening to a Resident share that
the stories of Sister Mary Louise
reminded him of another story he’d
once heard of a Brother who, despite
being sometimes looked down on
by others as ‘simple,’ spent his days
singing while diligently completing
even the most menial of tasks. This
Brother, and Sister Mary Louise, the
Resident said, reminded him of what
it truly means to be a Christian—
to find joy in being of service to
others.
What a wonderful experience
it was to see our little family here
sharing in these discussions and
finding their own ways to connect
and engage with the message.

Sister Jeanne Emmanuel reads to a group of Residents during their Monday afternoon Jeanne
Jugan discussions.

Making the elderly happy, that is what counts!
~ St. Jeanne Jugan

Meet Our New Sisters

Sister Loretto

Mother Jeanne Mary

Sister Mary John

Sister Charles Patricia

This has been quite the
year for big changes, and
we've been lucky to welcome
so many wonderful new
Sisters, starting from the 'top'
with Mother Jeanne Mary!
Mother was most recently in
our Home in Ohio, though
she spent many years serving
in mission Homes across the
ocean!

Having received her
training and Administrator's
license at her previous home
in Somerville, Massachusetts,
Sister Mary John has joined
us as Assistant Administrator.
Sister has also been helping
in our bookkeeping office,
and has already been such a
wonderful asset!

Sister Charles Patricia has
come to us from Newark,
Delaware—not too far away!
She is sharing the care of the
first floor nursing Residents
with Sister Loretto, and has
already introduced some
wonderful ideas for engaging
the Residents and keeping
them happy!

Send Residents A 'Smile!'
As you gear up for some Christmas shopping this
year, we hope you will consider taking advantage of
AmazonSmile to help our Residents!
AmazonSmile is a free program where a portion of
proceeds from eligible sales on Amazon are donated
to the charity of your choice. It is super simple to
sign up, just visit https://smile.amazon.com and select
Little Sisters of the Poor in Virginia as your designated
charity. That's it! Every time you shop at smile.amazon.
com, your're supporting our Home!
Since joining the program in August of 2015, we have
received over $6,500! We've slowly been building our
numbers as more and more of you sign up, get shopping,
and send those donations our way! To date, we have 717
supporters signed up on AmazonSmile—let's see if we
can make it to 1,000 by the end of the year! Sign up
today and help us reach our goal. This will be the easiest
donating you ever do!

Some of you may recognize
this 'new' Sister from our
not too distant history! Sister
Loretto served in our Home
several years ago, and we
are so thrilled that she has
returned to us! This is her
fourth time returning to our
Home in Virignia, and she is
helping care for our first floor
nursing Residents.

A Giving Grand Slam

Birdies for Charity presented by
TowneBank is a special fundraising
platform that operates in conjunction
with the Dominion Energy Charity
Classic, allowing non-profits to
receive a 10% bonus on all charitable
gifts donated through the program
(up to a $10,000 bonus).
We participated last year and saw great results, so we've
signed up again this year! If you're already planning on
making a donation during this time (through October
20), you can make that gift through Birdies for Charity
to automatically increase the impact of your dollars!
To donate online: Visit our website, a link on the
front page will take you to the donation page!
To donate via check: Make checks out to PGA TOUR
Charities Inc. and write Little Sisters of the Poor in the
memo line (min. donation of $25). Mail check to:
Dominion Energy Charity Classic
707 East Main Street, Suite 1025
Richmond, VA 23219
Attn: Birdies for Charity
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Serving the elderly poor in Virginia since 1874.

mother’s message

save the date

mission

Dear Friends,
What a wonderful welcome
I had upon my arrival in June!
The Residents planned a lovely
reception, complete with songs and
heartfelt remarks, and everyone
has been so gracious and helpful
with my transition. I have been
pleasantly occupied getting to
know my new family here--not just
my community of Little Sisters, but the Residents, staff,
volunteers and benefactors who make this Home so special.
It is evident that this Home and family are overflowing with
love.
As Little Sisters of the Poor, we take four vows: Poverty,
Chastity, Hospitality, and Obedience. It is our vow of
Obedience which calls us to go where we are needed, leaving
behind what is familiar in order to embrace new friendships
and roles. Through the years, my obedience has led me to
serve the Elderly Poor in Asia for 35 years, until returning to
the United States five years ago to our Homes in Delaware
and, most recently, Ohio. I can’t wait to see how God’s plan
unfolds for me here in Virginia. So far things have gotten off
to a joyful start! God bless you all!

Birdies for Charity Presented
by Towne Bank
*Donate through Birdies for
Charity by Oct. 20 to have
your gift matched at 10%.
Details on our website.

As Little Sisters of the Poor,
our mission is to offer the
neediest elderly of every race
and religion a home where
they will be welcomed as
Christ, cared for as family and
accompanied with dignity
until God calls them to
himself.

Christmas and Craft Show

Saturday, November 9
9am to 3pm
Featuring a wide range of handmade crafts. Items will include
knitted and crocheted sweaters,
baby bibs, blankets/afghans;
doll clothes, quilts, place mats,
jewelry and rosaries; as well as a
variety of Christmas items.
46th Annual Benefit Dinner
Thursday, February 13
The Commonwealth Club
*Contact ecrichmond@
littlesistersofthepoor.org if you
would like to be added to the
invitation list.

in virginia
Following St. Jeanne Jugan’s
example throughout our
145 years in Virginia, the
Little Sisters of the Poor have
relied on God’s Providence,
manifested through the kindess
of benefactors, to continue our
work of caring for the elderly
poor. A financial statement
is available upon request
from the Commonwealth of
Virginia Office of Charitable
and Regulatory Programs.

We are blessed with the generous support of Allegra Marketing, Print, Mail, who helped us with the printing
of this newsletter, and Veritiv, who donated the paper. This newsletter would not be possible without them!

Vist us at www.littlesistersofthepoorVirginia.org

The Little Sisters of the Poor
do not share or sell their donor
information. The mailing
list is strictly confidential.
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