
Mission Statement

As Little Sisters of the 
Poor, our mission is to 
offer the neediest elderly 
of every race and religion 
a home where they will 
be welcomed as Christ, 
cared for as family 
and accompanied with 
dignity until God calls 
them to himself. 

LITTLE SISTERS OF THE POOR

Our Home in Virginia 

Following St. Jeanne 
Jugan’s example 
throughout our 141 
years in Virginia, the 
Little Sisters of the Poor 
have relied on God’s 
Providence, manifested 
through the kindess of 
benefactors, to continue 
our work of caring 
for the elderly poor. A 
financial statement is 
available upon request 
from the Commonwealth 
of Virginia Office of 
Consumer Affairs.

A Summer Send Off
Residents Enjoy Final Taste of Summer

 As the year goes by with some Residents 
not always able to easily leave the Home, 
the Sisters, with the help of the Activities 
Department, bring the fun favorites 
of each season to them! Recently our 
Residents were treated to a lovely midday 
picnic in the auditorium with a group of 
young adults from the Richmond diocese. 
The group was in the final days of their 
summer ‘retreat’ in which they committed 
to helping others, and we think a visit to  
our Home was the perfect way to cap it off!

 To escape that late summer Virginia heat 
we brought the picnic in from outside, but  
that didn’t lessen the fun. With some cute 
red checkered table cloths, cheery flower 
centerpieces, and the smell of burgers 
and dogs sizzling on the grill wafting in 
from the patio it felt just like a backyard 
barbecue!

As Residents chatted with friends and 
enjoyed some soft tunes on the piano, the 
young adult ladies swept between tables, 
taking orders and delivering cold glasses of 
lemonade and plates heaping with potato 
salad, corn on the cob, and juicy burgers 
with all the fixins. Residents just loved 
watching Sister Rosemarie and the young 
volunteers through the windows on the 
patio as they flipped burgers and hot dogs 
like regular barbecue masters!

It is so important for our Residents to 
gather like family and enjoy old favorite 
pastimes--particularly for those who don’t 
often get the opportunity to visit with 
family or friends anymore. We are so 
thankful for this group of young adults for 
coming out to volunteer and put a smile 
on the faces of our Residents!

Resident Hat Nguyen and a young lady from the volunteer group have a nice chat during the picnic time. 
Residents loved being doted on by the young volunteers and truly enjoyed having a nice meal with friends. 
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Little Sisters of the Poor

A Bible rests on the windowsill by the 
recliner in which Louise Ligh sits beside 
her husband Gordon in the room he 
now calls ‘home,’ its spine worn, colorful 
tabs protruding from pages marked with 
notes, favorite passages underlined. It is 
a testament to Louise’s devotion to the 
Church, a passion connecting her time 
here at the Little Sisters to earlier years 
in her life, where she was a founding 
member of the first Chinese church here 
in Richmond. 

The Lighs moved to our Home and 
became part of the Little Sisters of the Poor 
family two years ago, but theirs is a story 
that spans continents, beginning when 
Gordon made the journey to New York 
from China at only 16. Married now 67 
years, the couple first met in high school, 
before both families made the move to 
Richmond where they began creating a 
legacy of community, family, and hard 
work. To get a glimpse at this legacy one 
need only open the book, handmade 
by family, containing page after page of 
newspaper articles detailing the more 
public side of their lives-- the Oriental, the 
family restaurant that was one of the first 
of its kind in Richmond, the Red Cross 
Third Aide Corps in which Louise trained 
to be a nurse’s aide during WWII, and of 
15 year old Louise leading the ‘Bowl of 
Rice Campaign’ to buy rice for hungry 
Chinese. 

Within their community Gordon and 
Louise were known and loved for their 
generosity, Louise taking time from her 
own work and family to act as a translator 
for local Chinese who struggled with 
English, Gordon painstakingly painting 
Chinese characters on the banners used 
at funerals. This penchant for community 
has followed them here, where Louise 
smiles as she describes finding communion 
in diversity with her fellow Residents, 
enjoying long talks where, “I learn from 
them, and they learn from me.” Gordon, 
the more reserved of the pair, prefers quiet 
moments with his wife and working on his 
word searches, but when asked about the 
Home he lights up, exclaiming, “I love it 

here!”

It is a sentiment shared by their son 
Bruce, who describes visiting nursing 
homes, slipping into dining rooms or 
public spaces to check for smiling residents, 
smiling staff, checking a mental list of 
what he was looking for in a home for his 
loved ones. Though they had worked hard 
their entire lives, they just didn’t have the 
financial resources and the Lighs were left 
relying on a reverse mortgage to get by. 
Bruce describes the relief and gratitude 
in knowing that not only was there a safe 
haven for his parents here at the Little 
Sisters of the Poor, but that the level of care 
far exceeded anything he’d seen at homes 
outside of their means. It is the little things 
that make the difference, like watching Sr. 
Mary Jeanette care for them so lovingly, or 
receiving personal phone calls when he is 
away with updates on important tests or 
aspects of care. 

For Residents like Gordon and Louise, 
it soon becomes clear that ‘you get what 
you pay for’ has no truth here; the love 
and care they receive does not depend on 
the amount of money in their pockets, 
but on how they, and every elderly person, 
deserves to spend their golden years. Some 
things, it’s true, money cannot buy. 

Resident Spotlight: Gordon and Louise

For many of us, as we get older we begin to think about what we have accomplished in our lives, and what we 
want our legacy to be. As a dear friend and supporter of our Home, what better legacy to leave than one that 
will ensure that the most vulnerable elderly will be loved and cared for in their final years? Through any of the 
many types of planned giving, you can make a lasting impact on our Home, providing for the needs of the 
elderly poor today and in the future. Not sure where to start? No worries! There are lots of ways you can increase 
your giving with a planned gift, including remembering the Little Sisters in your will, a deferred gift like an IRA 
or retirement fund, life insurance policy, or charitable trust. If you’d like to make a plan to amplify your impact 
and support our Home, the Development Office would be happy to guide you through the process or answer 
any questions you might have. Contact Christy Heinen at devrichmond@littlesistersofthepoor.org or 804-377-
4627 for more info. 

Lasting Impact: Leave Your Legacy with the Little Sisters of the Poor



Around Our Home

Giving Promise: 
Making a Recurring Gift 

    There is a little tale about Jeanne Jugan 
that is much beloved and retold around our 
Home, for it reminds us all of the true spirit 
of our foundress and the guiding principle of 
our mission. Once, as Jeanne was doing her 
rounds through town begging for her poor 
elderly, she called upon a wealthy older man 
from whom she had received a nice contribu-
tion the day before. As she made her appeal 
the man greeted Jeanne with anger, annoyed 
that she would come again after he had just 
given to her the day before. Jeanne smiled 
and said, “But sir, my poor were hungry 
yesterday, they are hungry again today, and 
tomorrow they will be hungry too.” So that 
man gave again, and made a promise to con-
tinue giving. 

     It is this principle which forms the founda-
tion of our apostolate, for each new gift is a 
promise of another day our Residents will be 
provided for, and we rely on recurring gifts 
to provide for the daily needs of our Home. 
How can you become a recurring giver? It’s 
easy! Visit our website at www.littlesistersof-
thepoorVirginia.com and click on the ‘Do-
nations’ button at the bottom of the screen. 
Click on ‘Give Online,’ and select which-
ever type of gift you would like to make—
for most, this would be a general donation, 
but all giving types (memorials or honorari-
ums, for example) will give you the option to 
make a recurring gift. You will be given the 
option to choose the amount, frequency, and 
withdrawal date for your gift. Don’t want to 
give online? There are other options, like our 
monthly calendar envelopes or receiving a 
regular pledge reminder, so contact Develop-
ment Director Christy Heinen at 804-377-
4627 or devrichmond@littlesistersofthepoor.
org for additional information. 

In the lobby of our Home, one of the first images which greets you is that of 
Jeanne Jugan, the foundress of the Little Sisters of the Poor, cloaked in black 
and wearing a look of serene determination, begging basket tucked securely in 
the crook of one elbow. It is this image of Jeanne Jugan that greets guests in 
our lobby and graces the cover of our pamphlets and brochures, a steady pres-
ence in our Home and our hearts. To the unknowing observer it is a lovely im-
age of a saintly foundress, but to our Little Sisters  it is so much more—their 
founding principle in action—and the woman toting it seems to be carrying 
not only the weight of the day’s begging but also the dignity, health, and hap-
piness of the elderly poor who depended upon her. 

Driven by faith in Divine Providence and pocketing her own pride, Jeanne 
took to the streets day after day to provide for the needs of her elderly, de-
pendent on the more fortunate members of the community to fill her basket. 
It is from that very first basket which our begging tradition sprang, and as 
the years have rolled past and new Sisters have taken up the task, the form of 
begging has changed, but the value has not—without the goods and services 
given by the community, Little Sisters of the Poor homes throughout the 
world would not be able to continue serving the elderly poor. 

In our Home, Sister Rosemarie acts 
as the ‘Begging Sister,’ and her days are 
filled with creating relationships with 
members of our community while solic-
iting donations throughout Virginia for 
our dear Residents. She often marvels at 
the generosity of loyal donors and mem-
bers of our community who regularly 
commit to donating everything from 
produce and food to paper products and 
cleaning supplies. As St. Jeanne Jugan 
said herself, “I used to go out with my 
basket, looking for something for our 
poor...it cost me a lot to do this, but I 
did it for God and for our poor.”

A History of Begging

Mother Marie and Sr. Rosemarie with Herman 
Fletcher, a longtime benefactor whose 
consistent donation of flowers has kept our 
grounds looking beautiful for many, many 
years!

As St. Jeanne Jugan once used to go begging on foot, the Sisters have progressed with 
the times, going to horse and carriage and now, like Sr. Rosemarie and Sr. Agathe, to big 
‘begging vans’ with which they collect and unload donations. 



A Simple Note
Can it be possible, we are 

soon coming to the end of 
this Extraordinary Jubilee Year 
dedicated to living out in our daily 
lives the ‘mercy’ which the Father 
constantly extends to all of us?

We extend our heartfelt 
gratitude to all of you, our 
extended family, for helping us 
to fulfill the corporal works of 
mercy. Perhaps you were not able 
to personally assist to feed the 

hungry, give drink to the thirsty, clothe the naked, welcome the stranger 
or bury the dead, but you did support us in hidden ways. It might have 
been by means of that generous donation, or driving a distance to visit 
a Resident who was lonely or has no family, or maybe you helped us 
with those extra prayers giving us the strength and courage to continue 
our apostolate. Our Heavenly Father knows, and for that reason you 
will receive your reward. 

On a personal note, I ask your prayers as I celebrate my Golden 
Jubilee in October. Be assured of my grateful prayers as well as the 
prayers of our dear Residents. May God bless you and your loved ones, 
especially during this Jubilee Year of Mercy!

With a grateful heart,

Mother Marie Edward

UPCOMING EVENTS 

We are blessed with the generous support of Allegra Marketing, Print, Mail, who helped us with the 
printing of this newsletter; Veritiv, who donated the paper; and ColorTree Inc., who donated the printed 
envelopes. This newsletter would not be possible without them! 

Visit us at www.littlesistersofthepoorVirginia.org

NON PROFIT ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
richmond, va
permit no. 25

The Little Sisters of the Poor 
do not share or sell their donor 
information. The mailing 
list is strictly confidential.

Little Sisters of the Poor 
St. Joseph’s Home for the Aged
1503 Michaels Road
Henrico, Virginia 23229-4822

Address Service Requested
 � 39th Annual Christmas Bazaar 
Saturday, November 12, 2016 
9:00 AM - 2:00 PM 
1503 Michaels Rd

 � 43rd Annual Benefit Dinner 
Thursday, February 9, 2017 
The Commonwealth Club 
*If you are interested in receiving 
an invitation, please email Corinne 
Waldrop at ecrichmond@
littlesistersofthepoor.org.

 � 9th Annual RVA French Food Festival 
Friday, April 28 - Saturday 29, 2017 
1503 Michaels Rd 
*We are gratefully welcoming new 
sponsors for the 2017 festival. 
Please contact Corinne Waldrop at 
ecrichmond@littlesistersofthepoor.org 
for more information. 


