
Mission Statement

As Little Sisters of the 
Poor, our mission is to 
offer the neediest elderly 
of every race and religion 
a home where they will 
be welcomed as Christ, 
cared for as family 
and accompanied with 
dignity until God calls 
them to himself. 

LITTLE SISTERS OF THE POOR

Our Home in Virginia 

Following St. Jeanne 
Jugan’s example 
throughout our 141 
years in Virginia, the 
Little Sisters of the Poor 
have relied on God’s 
Providence, manifested 
through the kindess of 
benefactors, to continue 
our work of caring 
for the elderly poor. A 
financial statement is 
available upon request 
from the Commonwealth 
of Virginia Office of 
Consumer Affairs.

Merci, RVA!
First Friday French Food Festival Brings the Flavor...and the Crowds!

For the 8th Annual RVA French Food 
Festival ‘new’ was on the menu: new faces, 
new chefs, new night, new chances for fun 
and flavor. Kicking off with the very first 
ever Friday evening preview event, the 
festival offered eager masses a chance to 
grab some grub and a glass of wine after 
work, browse the Parisian marketplace for 
beautiful wares, and slip home with some 
cream puffs to start off their weekend.  

In planning this year’s festival, the 
event committee was cautiously hopeful 
that the decision to expand the festival to 
Friday evening would pay off, not only in 
increased income, but also in the additional 
opportunity to raise community awareness 
for the needs of our Residents. As 4:00 
rolled around, volunteers place the final 
touches on their tents, anxious to see what 
the night would bring…but they didn’t 
have to wait long! 

Before long crowds began streaming 
through the gates— everyone from teens 
from the high school down the street to 
the employees of local businesses swinging 
through to grab dinner on their way home 
from work. We were truly amazed by the 
number of people who shared that it was 
the first time they’d been able to make it 
to the festival, and how thankful they were 
that we had added Friday evening.  

On Saturday, the festivities continued, 
festivalgoers enjoying live music, sipping 
wine slushies, and savoring the flavors of 
our oh-so-talented chefs. It is with grateful 
hearts that we report that over $130,000 
was raised for the care of Virginia’s elderly 
poor this year. Of course, none of this 
would be possible without the dedication 
and generosity of so many volunteers, 
sponsors, and the chefs who are truly the 
backbone of this event.

Left: Channeling their inner Parisians while donning berets, two young men munch on hot baguettes. Center: 
Just one of the delicious desserts at the festival, a fresh-made crepe. Right, top: Awestruck, a crowd enjoys one 
of Jonathan Austin’s juggling performances. Right, bottom: Thank you to Page Auto Group for returning as our 
Grand Event Sponsor again this year!

A Simple Note
Dear Friends,

    How often we admire the marvels of 
God in His creation, His Nature, His 
workings of Grace in souls! For after a 
long winter comes the springtime, after so 
much rain comes beautiful flowers, after 
working in the Lord’s vineyard comes the 
opportunity of Little Sisters to witness a 
conversion.

    On the Feast of Corpus Christi, Kyle, a beloved Resident who suffers 
with blindness, was received into the Roman Catholic Church. When 
Fr. Ken Wood administered the Sacraments of Holy Communion and 
Confirmation to Kyle it gave us all such pleasure to witness the joy on 
Kyle’s face as he received his Sacraments, happily pronouncing, “Now I 
can receive the Body, Blood, Soul and Divinity of God!” 

    Please be assured that you hold a high place in the prayers of our dear 
Residents and Little Sisters. We participated in a pilgrimage marking the 
Jubilee Year of Mercy as encouraged by our Holy Father, Pope Francis, and 
as we passed through that Holy Door, the Door of Jesus, our intentions 
were your intentions. We trust you will sense the effect of the indulgences 
that we have obtained on that special day at the Cathedral of the Sacred 
Heart. God bless you and your loved ones and enjoy a safe summer!

Yours in Our Merciful Lord,

UPCOMING EVENTS 

We are blessed with the generous support of Allegra Design, Print, Mail, who helped us with the printing 
of this newsletter; xpedx, who donated the paper; and ColorTree Inc., who donated the printed envelopes. 
This newsletter would not be possible without them! 

Vist us at www.littlesistersofthepoorvirginia.org
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 � 39th Annual Christmas Bazaar 
Saturday, November 12, 2016 
9:00 AM - 2:00 PM 
1503 Michaels Rd

 � 43rd Annual Benefit Dinner 
Thursday, February 9, 2017 
The Commonwealth Club 
*If you are interested in receiving 
an invitation, please email Corinne 
Waldrop at ecrichmond@
littlesistersofthepoor.org.

 � 9th Annual French Food Festival  
Friday, April 28 - Saturday 30, 2017 
1503 Michaels Rd 
*We are gratefully welcoming new 
sponsors for the 2017 festival. 
Please contact Corinne Waldrop at 
ecrichmond@littlesistersofthepoor.org 
for more information.



Little Sisters of the Poor Around Our Home

Residents rolled their way into summer 
with a month of meandering through 
beautiful Virginia landmarks, attractions, 
and fun destinations. Every Tuesday in May 
Residents eagerly climbed aboard the Little 
Sisters mini bus ready for a day of fun with 
friends. Trips spanned across the state and 
even across state lines to Maryland, with 
destinations of all types to satisfy every 
adventurous avenue. 

Early in the month Residents enjoyed 
a quick foray out of state and tested their 
luck at the Maryland Live Casino with a spin 
on slot machines. With a visit to the Cheese 
Shop in Stuarts Draft, they tantalized their 
taste buds while perusing aisles of unique 
snacks, gourmet cheeses, and old fashioned 
treats, and stopped to take in the gorgeous 
view at the Afton Mountain overlook on the 
trip back home. Other adventures led them 

across the Chesapeake Bay Bridge, with a 
pit stop at the Virginia Beach Oceanfront to 
enjoy the sea breeze in their hair, the warm 
sun on their faces, and the sand on their 
feet. 

Most recently, with the help of a generous 
donation from an anonymous donor, our 
Residents were afforded a tremendous 
opportunity to spend a day cruising 
through the waters around Norfolk aboard 
the Spirit of Norfolk. Departing from Town 
Point Park in downtown Norfolk, Resident 
sailed the gorgeous waters of the Elizabeth 
River waterfront, enjoying spectacular 
views of the skyline and the ships of the 
Navy’s Atlantic fleet from the spacious 
climate controlled decks. 

These trips, and other outings and 
activities, offer our Residents the 

opportunity to relax, get away, and 
have fun while building friendships and 
experiencing a little slice of Virginia. It is 
through the generosity of donors like you 
that we are able to make trips like these 
possible for our Residents, keeping them 
happy, healthy, and engaged. As you look 
at these photos and see the smiles gracing 
their faces, we hope you share in their joy, 
knowing that your gifts bring such joy and 
fulfillment to the lives of so many. 

Match Your Gift, 
Maximize Your Giving

    Did you know you could be DOU-
BLING your contributions every time 
you give to the Little Sisters of the Poor? 
If you are currently giving to our Home 
and would like to increase your con-
tributions without taking more money 
out of your pocket or even if you’ve not 
yet donated but have been considering 
making a contribution, this is for you. 
    Many companies have matching 
gifts programs through which they may 
double or even triple your contribu-
tion to charitable organizations. The 
type and amount of match varies based 
on company policy, and while some 
will place a yearly dollar limit on the 
gifts they will match, it is still an ad-
ditional contribution to your chosen 
charity that requires minimal work on 
your part.  The process can be different 
within different companies, but often 
times is as simple as filling out a form. 
Not sure if your workplace offers any 
sort of gift matching? Below are just a 
couple examples of companies that have 
some sort of matching gift program, but 
be sure to check with your employer 
to find out exactly what is available to 
you so you can maximize your impact!
    Major Companies with a Matching 
Gifts Program: Altria. Anthem, Bank of 
America, Capital One, CarMax, Do-
minion, ExxonMobil, GE,  Johnson and 
Johnson, Markel, McDonalds, Microsoft, 
Suntrust, Verizon, Walmart, Wells Fargo.
    Check out this interesting database 
from RIT which allows you to search 
for company names to see if they par-
ticipate in any matching gifts pro-
grams at www.matchinggifts.com/rit.

Resident Agnes Musser enjoys a fuzzy friend

From left to right: Residents Elsie Britton, Carolee Rhudy, Bob DeLuca, Barbara Johnson, Esperanza 
Pascual, Roscoe Bray, Lewis Southworth, and Gloria Eady at the scenic outlook on Afton Mountain. 

May on the Move

     Looking for a fun, easy way to help our 
home? Well we’ve just added a new forum 
for donations to our repertoire with a 
registration with AmazonSmile. If you’re 
not familiar with the program, it allows 
Amazon shoppers to support their charity 
of choice just by shopping. 

    Simply go to www.smile.amazon.com, 
sign in, select ‘Little Sisters of the Poor in 

Richmond’ as your designated charity, and 
get shopping! Amazon will donate 0.5% 
of the price of every eligible purchase you 
make on the site, at no additional cost to 
you. 

    Sign up today as a great way to make 
giving a hassle-free part of your everyday 
life!

From left to right, top: Resident Stal Eppshteyn 
enjoys the breeze on the pier. Middle: Activities 
staff Brenda Hooker and Alex Vega hang out 
with Resident Carolee Rhudy aboard the Spirit 
of Norfolk. Bottom: Residents Gloria Eady and 
Juanita Carter enjoy each other’s company at the 
pier. 

SHOP AMAZON? GIVE OUR RESIDENTS A ‘SMILE!’

Volunteers Bring Celebration to the Residents

Little Miss Lucy, daughter of Sarah Mack, a longtime volunteer and friend of the 
Little Sisters, shared a very special milestone recently with our Residents. Lucy was 
getting ready to celebrate a birthday, and as they share so much of themselves with our 
Home already it seemed only fitting to share this special occasion as well. And what a 

party it was! 

On a gorgeous sunny afternoon Resi-
dents gathered outside for the festivi-
ties, cuddling kittens and baby chicks, 
laughing at the squeals of the minia-
ture piglets, and enjoying time with 
the birthday girl herself. Lucy caught 
a ride on her friend Charlie’s scooter, a 
favorite pastime the two have enjoyed 
in recent months, and fun times were 
had by all. 

We are so thankful for the people like 
Sarah and her family who are so much 
more than volunteers to our Residents, 
but loving, generous members of the 
Little Sisters of the Poor family. In shar-
ing these memorable moments with our 
Residents, they share with them com-
fort, joy, and the feeling that they are 
truly loved, and that is the most price-
less gift of all. Would you like to join 
our family of volunteers bringing light 
to the lives of our Residents? Contact 
Sr. Collette at 804-377-4605 or vol-
richmond@littlesistersofthepoor.org.

continue the work for many, many years 
to come. If you are interested in finding 
out more about becoming a Little Sister 
or feel the call to the vocation, contact 
Sr. Rosemarie at 804-248-0101 or 
colrichmond@littlesistersofthepoor.org.

Welcome Sr. Amy! 
We are so excited to introduce the 

newest addition to our Home, Sr Amy! 
Just transferred here to our Home in 
May, Sr Amy, who is originally from 
Oklahoma, has just recently made her 
final vows in France. The final vows are 
the culmination of the long, dedicated 
process through which our Little Sisters 
must pass on their journey to continue 
the work of St. Jeanne Jugan. There is 
always much excitement when a new 
Sister enters, as our dear Sisters who have 
dedicated their lives in service of the 
mission are encouraged by the promise 
of a new class of young women eager to 

Residents Hit the Road for Summer Adventures

Sharing Birthday Blessings


